SERGEANT PHILIP OTLEY CAMM

RAF 49 Squadron Bomber Command, of Kingstone Cottages, Belton
Material by kind permission of Barbara (Betty) Lister, his sister
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From their initial training the crews of Bomber Com-
mand stuck together as a team.

Above: Flight Lieutenant Johnny Palmer, pilot.
Centre above: Flying Officer George Thomas Young.
Right above: Flying Officer Ronald Stobo.

Right: Unknown crew member.

Photos from the effects of Philip Otley Camm reproduced courtesy
Barbara [Betty] Lister.

Philip Otley Camm was born in Dartford, Kent in 1920. He
was the only son of Alfred Ernest and Florence Mary Camm and
had two sisters, Winnie and Barbara. His name honours the memory
of his father’s brother, also called Philip Otley Camm, who was
killed by a wound to the head in the First World War which had
ended just two years before Philip’s birth. Philip was educated at a
Church of England school in Gillingham, Kent and on leaving
school at the age of fourteen tried to join the police force. He was
rejected on the grounds that he was too young and lacked a secon-
dary education. He found a job in domestic service and worked in
the French Embassy in London.

In 1938, at the age of eighteen years, he was able to enlist in
the Royal Air Force and after a few weeks’ training was stationed in
Alexandria, Egypt. Philip’s family, meanwhile, had returned home
to their roots and were living in Kingstone Cottages, Belton. In
1942, Philip returned home to England where he was to be the best
man at his sister Winnie’s wedding to Ernest Betts of Belton.
However, his troop ship was delayed by enemy action and so he
missed his sister’s big day.

On his return to England, Philip volunteered for Bomber
Command and trained from August 19th 1943 until September 28th
1943 at the Instructional Squadron 1654 Conversional Unit at
Wigsley, a satellite base to Swinderby, Lincolnshire. This training
was detailed as Course 21 and the aircraft were Lancaster bombers.
It was customary for the seven crew of these Lancasters to train and
operate as a unit and Philip’s pilot was Flying Officer Palmer. From
their induction, all would bond together as Johnny Palmer’s crew.




During this time at Wigsley, Philip flew sixteen
training sorties and a total of 29.35 flying hours. He and
his comrades then carried out H2S (radar navigation and
blind bomb aiming with radar) training from the 1st to
the 8th of October 1943 with Squadron 1660 Conversion
Unit. Throughout this training, Philip’s duties were re-
corded as Flight Engineer and a further 25.40 flying
hours logged. Philip’s Log Book then recorded the
crew’s posting to Fiskerton Airfield, 5 miles west of
Lincoln and home to 49 Squadron Bomber Command.

On October 20th 1943, the crew flew their first
operational mission from Fiskerton in a Lancaster III to
bomb Leipzig. It lasted seven hours. However, they still
continued training and on October 25th 1943, they made
a 1.45 hour daylight simulated bombing raid on Notting-
ham (1 run) and Peterborough (6 runs). Presumably the
local air defences were notified in advance.

On November 10th 1943, Johnny Palmer and his
crew took part in Operation Mondane, their second ac-
tive service engagement. The Bomber Command 49
Squadron Diary records: “A buzz went around the brief-
ing room when the target was revealed, an easy one for
a change. If any in the early winter of 1943 could be
called easy! Over 300 Lancs., all from 5th Group, were
being despatched in an attempt to damage the railway

system on the main line between France and Italy.”

Their flying time on the Mondane raid was re-
corded as 9h.10 and their mission was successful. At the
time, it was the custom for 5th Group of Bomber Com-
mand to issue Raid Cards signed by the A.O.C. to crew
members who had successfully bombed their targets.
These cards were produced by overlaying a painting of a
Lancaster with a template of the crews’ names. Today,
they are highly prized memorabilia. (See illustration
below.) Johnny Palmer and his crew obviously qualified.

Apart from local flying and bomb practice, there
are three active service missions of raids on Berlin re-
corded in Philip’s log book during November. While in
the following month, December 1943, the crew made
three more bombing raids on Berlin and completed a
further mission to bomb Leipzig. It is interesting to note
at the NFT [Non Flight Training or Briefing], Johnny
Palmer is recorded as Flying Officer Palmer, whereas on
the mission to bomb Berlin later that same night he is
named as Flight Lieutenant Palmer. Presumably he re-
ceived promotion at the NFT briefing.

A brand new Lancaster III no. JB727 EA-S built
by AVRO at their Woodford Cheshire factory was deliv-
ered to 49 Squadron at RAF Fiskerton on December
30th 1943. Philip’s log book was obviously completed

Right: The Raid Card presented to Philip
Otley Camm for successfully bombing the
target at Mondane, signed by Ralph Coch-
rane A.O.C. 5th Group Bomber Command
of which 49 Squadron was part.

Below: Six of the seven members of Johnny
Palmer’s crew.

Left to right:-

Unnamed.

Flying Officer Ronald Stobo.

Flying Officer George Thomas Young.
Flight Lieutenant Johnny Palmer.
Unnamed.

Sergeant Philip Otley Camm.

Photos courtesy Barbara [Betty] Lister
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in arrears so there is no record of the crew’s missions in
the New Year of 1944. It is possible, however, to build a
picture of events from the 49 Squadron Diary, "Beware
of the Dog at War.”

“Ist-2nd January 1944 - The New Year was her-
alded in with Bomber Command’s ninth attack in the
series on Berlin. An all Lancaster force found Berlin as
usual covered by cloud which again disrupted any possi-
ble concentration of fires. RAF Fiskerton had dis-
patched 15 bombers that night which joined a force of
421 aircraft of which 28 failed to return. All the Fisker-
ton planes returned safely including F/L Palmer and his
crew in spite of three bombers suffering petrol leakage,

frozen gun turrets and flak damage.

Snow was falling heavily as the tired crews
landed in the first light of day. As the snow began to
settle, few believed there would be any further opera-
tions that day. But in the afternoon, every available per-
son on the station gave a hand in clearing the runway of
snow ready for the evening’s operations.

2nd-3rd January 1944 - Bomber Command could
only put up 383 aircraft and icing conditions forced
many of the crews to jettison part of their loads in order
to gain height. RAF Fiskerton managed to get twelve
bombers airborne from the thirteen detailed, and take-

offs began at fifteen minutes to midnight.”
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The Log Book of Philip Otley Camm recording details of his active service and sorties from Fiskerton Airfield.



Flight Lieutenant Palmer and his six crew, in-
cluding Philip Otley Camm aboard the three day old
Lancaster Bomber III No. JB727 EA-S took off at just
five minutes to midnight. They carried a load of 1x 4000
H.C. bomb, 48 x 30Ib incendiary bombs and 750 x 4lb
incendiary bombs.

Only 311 bombers reached a cloud covered Ber-
lin and twenty seven were lost that night in the area. The
Germans had realised the target in advance and de-
ployed their night fighters. Canadian Flying Officer
Johnny Young and the crew of JB231 EA-N also from
RAF Fiskerton were approaching the final turning point
30 miles NNE of Berlin when Allan “Spud” Mahony in
the top gun turret requested the pilot to roll the aircraft
to give the gunners some top vision. He recalled, “The
pilot had just lowered the starboard wing when I saw
another Lancaster heading straight towards us, and
before I could yell a warning, the oncoming Lancaster’s
cockpit struck our wing between the two engines.”

Ted Cathcart, the wireless operator, recalled
seeing a large piece of the starboard wing complete with
engine disappear. All seven members of the crew bailed
out. On landing, the pilot dislocated his shoulder but
“Spud” Mahony*s fall was halted when his parachute
snagged on tree tops thirty feet from the ground. He
released his harness and fell, breaking his back. On cap-
ture, the three officers were interned in Luft 3 at Sagan
while the NCOs were sent to Stalag 4B near Muhlberg.

But Flight Lieutenant Johnny Palmer and his six
crew in the brand new JB727 EA-S of RAF Fiskerton
were not so lucky. They were all lost without trace, and
the reason for this loss has never been established. It has
been suggested, but not proven, that Flight Lieutenant
Palmer’s Lancaster was the other bomber in the colli-
sion. It would have been in the same wave and if slightly
ahead, changed course and would be heading back
across the track of the oncoming tail-enders.
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One can only imagine the anguish of the ground
crews looking skywards and waiting on a snow covered
Fiskerton airfield for the return of two of their Lan-
casters. The crew of JB 727 EA-S were recorded as pre-
sumed dead. They were:

F/L Cecil John Edward Palmer aged 21

F/O George Thomas Young aged 31

F/O Ronald Stobo aged 21

Sgt Philip Otley Camm aged 23

Sgt Henry Conrad age unknown

Sgt Derek Francis Prusher aged 18

Sgt Douglas Damas Russell Dallaway aged 20

F/L Johnny Palmer, the pilot, had just celebrated
his 21st birthday and his mid-upper gunner, Sgt Derek
Prusher at 18 years old was the youngest airman to die
in 1944. Since they had no known graves, their names
appear on the Runnymede Memorial with over 20,000
other air personnel who lost their lives and also have no
known graves.

In December 1947, Philip’s mother received a
letter from the Air Ministry informing her that her son,
Philip Otley Camm and members of the crew were
thought to be buried in the cemetery at Retzow near
Mirow in Eastern Germany (copy below). They wrote
again in October 1949 stating:

“Due to circumstances outside British control it
has not been possible to visit or confirm the burial place
of the crew which is situated in the Russian occupied
zone of Germany. Experience has shown that it is very
unwise to accept German wartime information without
verification, generally by exhumation. If at some future
date the grave becomes accessible and is identified, it
will be registered by the Imperial War Graves Commis-
sion and arrangements made for its permanent marking
and maintenance.”

Fifty three years later in December 2002, John
Sharp of Oakham wrote to the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission and received this reply:

“We can confirm that in very recent times
investigations have been carried out into the possi-
bility that the crew of JB 727 lost on 3 January 1944
and the crew of DV 376 lost on 16 February lay in
Retzow cemetery in Germany. Following the reunifi-
cation of Germany in 1989, the Commission was
given access to the territory in former East Germany
and during the course of locating and marking these

T am directed to inform you that whilst the
Department is' reluctant to recpen a painful subject, it
is considered you would wish to lnow that German doouments
recently. translated have disdlosed that members of your
son's crew are laid to rest in the cemetery a% Retzow, near
Mirow, 12 miles south west of Neustrelite, Germeny. It is
regretted, however, that no partioulars ars given as to the

" circumstances and location of the crash, nor is it stated
whether individwal identities were determined or the whole
orew recovered and burled, i

This informaticn has been forwarded to the loyal
AJ.r Foroe Missing Resetrgh and Enquiry Servive with the
request that a thorough investigation be undertaken in the
Retzow district ss scon es circumstances permit; and you
may be sure that when the report on this investigation is
received a further communication will be sent to you et the
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graves, sufficient evidence was gathered to confirm
that a number of these two crews were buried in
Retzow Cemetery, Germany. Although at least one
crew member of flight JB 727 and two crew mem-
bers of flight DV 376 remain listed as missing it was
possible to positively identify that Sergeant Camm
and Flight Lieutenant Palmer are buried in the
cemetery and on 13th September 2002 special me-
morials were erected to them with the superscription
‘Believed to be buried in this cemetery.” We have
also erected 2 separate memorials acknowledging
that four unidentified airmen of JB 727 and two uni-
dentified airmen known to be members of the crew of
DV 376 are also buried in Retzow.”



Extract from “M URITZ ZIETUNG” 13th September, 2002.
Translated by Jane Arnold of Hitchin.

HEADSTONES COMMEMORATE DEAD

BRITISH SERVICEMEN
Retzow / Berlin. With a service held in English and
German in Retzow Cemetery yesterday, a memorial to
14 British servicemen who fell in the 2nd World War
was officially designated. The Anglican priest Christo-
pher Jage-Bowler blessed the grave, and said the Lord’s
Prayer. Together with Jage-Bowler, Group Captain John
Molony from the British Embassy in Berlin had come to
honour the dead. The Air Force Attache took the oppor-
tunity to thank in particular the Retzow resident
Heinrich Ross for his commitment. Not only had the
senior citizen cared for the now newly laid out grave for
years, but the memories of this local man and
his research had been of considerable signifi-
cance for the identification of the dead, who
had remained unknown for decades. “Without
you, all this would not have been possible,”
said Moloney to Ross. Other British guests,
among them the nephew of the fallen pilot
endorsed these words.

According to Group Captain Moloney,
no one in Great Britain had been sure until
1999 that it had been servicemen of the Royal
Air Force who had been buried in Retzow.
Even today, it is not clear exactly what hap-
pened in the years 1944 and 1945 in the south
of the Muritz region. So British people, as well
as Germans, are all the happier that the names

names of the men, their age, rank and probable date of
death are recorded on the stones. However, Christopher
Jage-Bowler read out the names of all 14 of the dead
British servicemen. Rechlin’s Mayor Olaf Bauer and the
CEO of the Council, Wolf-Dieter Ringguth laid a wreath
as did Group Captain Molony. In 1990, just a simple
wooden cross commemorated the dead.
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