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IN MEMORIAM
R.Barnes L.W.Homard H. Wilkinson
R. Walters
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM

NEW ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Brendan Wood Kerrie Barnes

EDITORIAL

As | write it is the last day of April, the daffdgliare virtually gone and it is
bluebell time. Caravans and motor homes are onoid..and we have thunder
and lightening! Welcome to Britain!

As always | express my gratitude to those kind fetko have sent donations
in various forms. We never have, and hopefully newdl, employed a
subscription system so your spontaneous genergsityld be welcomed by all
the membership.

Sadly, as you can see from the ‘In Memoriam’ box vaee to announce the
passing of four more members. Associate Member R&anes, who died on
February 15th aged 73, was the nephew of P/O Keirtnond Barnes DFC
RAAF, who was the pilot of Lancaster JB360, killea January 23 1944 when
it was shot down during a raid on Berlin. Aged RQyas his 23rd operation.
Bob Barnes was himself a civil pilot as are his taans. | enjoyed many
telephone conversations with Bob over the yearspitke his long illness which
he bravely bore, not only as he acted as the wnalffiAustralian Secretary’ but
as a friend. He has saved the association hundfgaisunds as he repackaged
and forwarded the copies of The 4T9er, which | $&mtin one package, on to
our Aussie Members. When | spoke with Kerrie, Bowislow, about Bob's
passing she said that she wishes to continue hik amd succeed him as an
Associate Member. I'm sure that all 4T9ers join methanking her for this
brave and generous act. Leslie (Les) Homard paasey on Monday 29
February 2016 at the age of 97 years. As Sgt. Hbarwas wireless operator

Front cover: A Bae Hawk from RAF Valley salutes LesHomard’s cortege
at Blacon Crematorium, Chester on March 23rd.
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in the crew of Sgt. W. J. Baird when they were stawn over Holland. All the
crew escaped from the aircraft but were capturedsteot four years as
PoW’s. Les Homard eventually found himself at Sadatalag Luft Il at the

time of the Great Escape. Due to claustrophobisvée employed on lookout
and sand dispersal. Having undertaken the “LongcMahe was liberated by
the Royal Dragoons at Kogel. He was dischargeduguat 1945. At his funeral
on March 23rd his coffin was borne by a contindemin RAF Valley and as the
cortege approached the crematorium a lone Bae Halsfs,from RAF Valley,

flew over in salute. Harry Wilkinson flew 17 opeoats as air bomber with
S/Ldr Gilpin and New Zealander F/Lt R.C. Munro beém 14 April and 18
October 1943. He died on March 17 aged 94. Roy) (®atters died on March
12th aged 92. As mid upper gunner he, and the oféwO R. M. Pereira, flew
a remarkable eleven operations between July 2@ttAagust 15th, 1944.

Both our new Associate Members are Australiansné&ze Wood is the son of
A408548 Sgt John Wood, late RAAF and 49 Squadrdm flew 31 ops as air
gunner to Sgt. B.A. Gumbley and, coincidentally,tFR.C. Munro. He died in

1978 aged 64. Kerrie Barnes has already been unteztin late husband Bob’s
obituary.

Our final reunion is only a month or so away améve sent invoices to all who
have booked. Therefore, if you wish to attend kauehnot received an invoice
get in touch with Ed Norman or myself without del&g this is the Centenary
of the formation of 49 Squadron, on April 5th 1916is final reunion is of
considerable significance and we hope to make itegspecial. Honorary
Friend, Jack Hawkins, has advised me that we awreh® book’ for BBMF
Lancaster flypasts at the hotel on the Sunday awd the Fiskerton Airfield
Memorial on the Monday and Associate Member, Re@flOhe Red Arrows,
Sgn Ldr Mike Ling has informed me that the Redsraterning to Scampton on
the Monday and MAY be able to fly over our memariksues at the ready!

Disturbing facts emerged following the receipt af @mail from our archivist
Ed Norman. It read, “A small part of JA851 ( Tomtirew) is presently on sale
on Ebay with Hans Meissners' combat report.” Kngwtinat this 49 Squadron
Lancaster was lost, with all its crew, whilst retimg from the Peenemunde raid
and that the rear gunner was F/S G.B. Silvester DHi great uncle of
Associate Member Jo Cockburn, | forwarded it to. Kerowing that the bulk of
the aircraft lies beneath the Baltic, just off Danish coast, Jo replied, “this is
somewhat worrying to say the least, | am goingaiotact the seller and find out
how he has acquired this, and it's story.” She ledled me to say that the seller
openly admitted that he made a business of obtairghcs, researching them
and selling them for the best price he can get.alde admitted taking the



Meissner combat report from our website. Whilstehis a great temptation to
buy something of this nature which might have greemtimental value |

strongly advise against it. Firstly, unless onexgremely lucky, there is very
little chance of there being the means to positivelentify the aircraft

concerned. Secondly, | consider this to be caljmaditeering considering that
there are many people who are still living that rfiag it offensive. It should

not be encouraged.

Sometime ago | published details of the award ef ltegion d’Honneur to
anyone, still living, who took part in the libemati of France, after D Day,
whether on land, sea or air. | was delighted to Frean Bill ‘Titch’ Cooke that

he has received his. As far as | am aware he idirdteformer member of 49
Squadron to receive the award.

AR

Photos: Steve Cooke
Bill proudly wears his Legion d’Honneur below his Bitish medals which include
The Burma Star and France and Germany Star.



‘Til the next time.




THE WAR...

By
Tom W. Reed
Part 2

At the time there was about three feet of snowedag the west side of the
country and | managed to get routed via Carliské ldawcastle. | managed to
interrupt my journey at Durham and spend a few $&iowith Deenie before
reporting for duty at Scampton.

| blamed the weather for my delayed arrival arydaxcuse was accepted.

| was billeted in a barrack room with a dozen rhera of 49 Squadron
armoury and my reception was hostile to say thstldavas asked my service
number and told to ‘get some in’ by the ‘old sweatsthe room who were
corporals and A/Cs sporting three good conducpestriand had been airmen
since ‘Pontius was a pilot’.

Two of the corporal fitters were really incensatdsuch a ‘sprog’ corporal
being thrust among them and ‘put the poison in’hwte warrant officer in
charge, so for the first few months things werdtpnmiserable for me.

Eventually | was accepted and even put in a fgash flights’. The squadron
was equipped with Handley Page Hampdens, not valjait aircraft, and
there were many incidents around the airfield, reeason take-off, aircraft
running out of fuel on return, collisions on th@gnd, etc.

There was a period when intruder bombers wereatipg. The airfield was
attacked several nights in succession damagingfwioe hangars and blowing
out all the windows which on the first occasion sveeplaced by glass and
afterwards by plywood.

The intruder aircraft was shot down on the sdvemnght and crashed about
200 yards from the bomb dump, the ground defenocaens were credited with
its destruction. All the crew were killed.

When the arrival of the ‘heavies’ - Manchestersl d ancasters - became
imminent the armament officer, Warrant Officer Sfimary, had been sounding
out the sergeants and senior corporals for a likadyson to take over the
responsibility of NCO 1I/C gunnery section, and,gbly as a last resort, sent for
me as none of the other NCOs was interested.

The gunnery section was to be a break-away seasahe work included the
servicing of hydraulic gun turrets and systems w&iergeant in charge.

| agreed to take over if | could be sent to tlhaser Nash factory, where
the turrets were made, for a comprehensive courgbeturrets and hydraulic
systems. | was sent to Parnall’'s Factory at Yat@®ristol for a three week



course and on arrival was introduced to my instnycfony Carpenter, who was
a very friendly person and we gelled immediatelg. Whs an expert at his job
and gave me the confidence to emulate him, by oflg every stage of
the manufacturing process and in the classroomwiines and wherefors of
the whole system.

We spent quite a few nights in his local pub pigydarts etc. | completed the
course and returned to find a Manchester aircrisfiady on the tarmac at
Scampton.

The Hampdens were fitted with the manual scaggiwith pan loaded Vickers
guns, except for a few fitted with electrical tresiag by A. V. Roe.

The Manchesters and Lancasters had three hycliguiti turrets, except a few
with underbelly turret which were soon replacedhwitwvigational equipment.
| carried on with a programme of instructions foy staff and air gunners,
sometimes with eight gunners per sortie over thentiégt range.

My spare time was used writing vouchers for toolaintenance manuals and
spare parts which were very slow in forthcoming.

The Manchesters were a disaster due to the twierdaveloped Vulture
engines which caught fire at the drop of a hat.

It was redesigned with four Merlin engines arglitiighty Lancaster was born.
Shortly after returning fron Parnall's | learnedaththere was a unit at
Bracebridge Heath where Lancasters were cannidadisd the recovered parts
built into new aircraft.

I decided to pay a visit and was delighted tal fmy old instructor Tony
Carpenter was in charge of all armament sparegittéel me out with tools and
a few spares and offered me a spare rear turret. was on my motorbike,
Camel 500, | promised to come back with a truckifand returned an hour
later. He gave me some maintenance manuals andgtédrhim to meet me at
the armourers pub, The Angel.

49 Squadron now had the best equipped gunnetipiséc Bomber Command.

On taking over the gunnery section | had beempted to sergeant and now
had a room in the sergeants’ mess.

When the airman aircrew, who had been housed neasby mansion, were
promoted to sergeant they descended 'en masséecsergeants’ mess and we
were obliged to share accommodation.

My room mate was Basil Chandler, who soon becameeof the flight gunnery
leaders, and with the squadron gunnery leader vitho'tchave a recognised
office, shared mine, which was adjacent to the slook and airmen’s crew
room so we became one happy family.

Basil had been renamed 'Chan’ as F/Lt. Ken Rogaid he wasn't going to
have a Basil in his outfit. Chan, as he was nownamdad survived at least two
crashes and a couple of incidents where he esedfecinor injuries.
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| was horrified to learn that Chan’s aircraft wasssing’ on the night of 30
June 1941. Their aircraft had been seen to ‘djte$t’ off the coast of Holland so
they had a chance. Next morning | had to assistethepment sergeant who
came to collect his belongings.

It was with great relief that | learned nine déster that they had survived for
all that time in their four-man dinghy. They hadebespotted by a Hampden
from Hemswell who were searching for the crew @¥impey that had ‘ditched’
the night before.

They had dropped a rescue dinghy with rations thegl were rescued by an
RAF launch in the middle of a minefield about fiveles off Yarmouth. They
were given hot soup and a tot and were put asholeowestoft where they
stayed for a week before going on sick leave.

They had survived on a tin of Horlicks tabletsbar of chocolate and the
contents of a hot-water bottle, as all their ragi@rere lost when the dinghy was
overturned and inflated when released from theafirevhen they 'ditched’.

In August 1941 | received a telegram saying Betnie had had an accident. |
applied for, and was granted, five days. | hitchede as quickly as possible
and arrived to find Deenie in bed with burns ondrens and legs and hair badly
singed. She was delighted to see me and was, teumpyise, her usual placid
self taking it all in her stride.

She told me what had happened. The living-rooe burning anthracite coal,
had died down so she decided to revive it. Sheagoottle of liquid from the
storeroom thinking it was paraffin and poured sameéhe fire. It was petrol and
the flames ‘whooshed’ up into her face and all awae of the greyhounds lying
in front of the fire. It ran round the room with &ge in pursuit trying to
extinguish the flames on his back. Her youngeesiahd brother were sitting at
the table having a meal which was upset, one ob#isi&et chairs caught fire and
as Deenie’s mother, Claire, burst in to see whppbaed she dashed over to the
window where the curtains were on fire, slammed roke sash window and
threw the curtains out which landed on the car gdurk the yard. When the
excitement had subsided Deenie found severe burimih arms and legs and
her hair was badly scorched. Fortunately her faasemt too bad. As she was
pregnant with our first baby the doctor was cabed after treating her said the
trauma might cause a premature birth and advisetbra@ck around for a few
days. In the meantime | got the car out of the yard into the coach house and
‘mothballed’, greasing and oiling most of the coments. In the event | stayed
at home for a week, and received a telegram, “REYURD THIS UNIT
IMMEDIATELY OR ELSE'.

| returned as requested and was charged, 'AW@H’ @onfined to camp for a
month on 24 August. On the 25th | received a telegto say Deenie was in



hospital and both she and the baby were well. ¢@$ér a forty-eight hour pass
and F/Lt. Morley-Brown, the adjutant, persuaded @@ to let me have leave
provided | did my CC when | returned. | got to Sefilgjd in time to take
Deenie and the baby home. We had the baby christdeather Anne.

In the summer of 1942 Deenie announced that steepregnant and looking
forward to having the baby in the following springnanaged as usual to have
my 48 hour passes once a month and everythingwahtvith Deenie.

| saved my leave for the time that we estimabed the birth would be and |
got my leave when Deenie was admitted to hospitabiisland and the baby,
another girl, arrived before | did. After a coupliedays | brought both back to
The Travellers Rest and the new arrival was christePatricia Wendy, later
‘Windy Wendy'.

Deenie proved to be a very good mother to this gind as usual took every-
thing in her stride. ‘Uncle Frank’, who was by nd@&dridden, loved to have
them around and as they grew older taught Heathegarticular, to read before
she was three years old.

Baby number three, Christine Pamela was bornoBb&ember 1945 on our
wedding anniversary.

Baby number four, Michael John, was born in ouarned quarter at
Acklington on 10 June 1948 and as a result haseatywone gun salute as it
is the Queen'’s official birthday.

In the early days if a crew was short of a gunaecall was made for
a volunteer replacement, usually an armouaned there were two LACs
in the armoury who had been awarded the DFM (LAGsh Rand Alwood.

5 But when an
LAC aircraft
™ mechanic went

§ missing  shot
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i became a POW,
his parents
wanted to know
§ the details, and
| it was decided
to ban all
s ground  staff
from flying on
‘ops’. It was
shortly  after-
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49 Squadron Gunnery Section. 1942



wards that all aircrew were promoted to sergeassemtially to give them
privileges as POW.

However, on 1 October 1942 ‘ops’ called for a xmaum, effort’ and one
crew, P.O. Perry’s, had lost their mid-upper gunmieen their aircraft was ‘shot
up’ and badly damaged and was a write off. It was known what had
happened to the gunner, whether he had baled dgeor blown out.

There was a discussion in the gunnery office léad Rodgers, the gunnery
leader, asked me if | would stand in. My room makan, loaned me the
necessary equipment and |l reported to Roy Pergyraplacement gunner. We
had been given a brand new Lancaster in the ligétize old ‘O’ Orange (now
Oboe) with the squadron markings EA. We took offaimtest (NFT) and flew
round the area for twenty minutes to prove allsystems. Everything was OK.

We attended briefing and learned that the targetthe Dornier factory which
was the supply base for Peenemunde, the testitignstar flying bombs and
rockets, which had recently been attacked sucdbssfith considerable losses
(49 Squadron lost six aircraft; forty-two Germarndg we lined up for take-off |
began to wonder what I'd let myself in for, butson as we were airborne |
settled into the routine of keeping my turret dirgland my eyes peeled.

In the afterglow | could see a few Lancs all gainheight together and was
shocked to see what could only be an aircraft eiptpin a ball of fire about
five or six miles ahead with no sign of flak orHigr aircraft. |1 thought it
probably was a delayed-action bomb which had dgtugdne off after the
acetone capsule had been inadvertently damaged.

As we reached our planned altitude of 20,000 femtuld feel an icy blast
coming up the flare chute which was just below baldind my seat, which was
just a padded hammock type seat suspended by typs lof steel cable, and in
spite of the fact that | was wearing two sets afklunderwear with a complete
Irvine suit | began to feel the cold.

As we turned in over the enemy coast we couldla&eaising in several areas
but we were in the clear. Before long the skippercainced that one of the port
engines was overheating and he would have to karbtick and we gradually
lost height, levelling out at 18,000 feet just op bf the cloud ceiling. As we
flew through the fringes of the cloud tops | begamotice sheets of ice flying
past my turret from the wings. So at least theceesi were working, then | was
treated to a display of electricity on the wingstignd tail fins which | learned
later was called ‘St EImo’s Fire'.

To be continued.

* Tom'’s recall has gone a bit awry here as Peenataunas not attacked until
17/18 August 1943 when 49 Squadron lost four Laecasand the total RAF
loss was 42 aircraft. ED.
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TOUCH AND GO!
By

Frank Lowe

In the spring of 1942 | wasdaff pilot in the Air Firing Flight at 16 O.T.U.,
Upper Heyford. The Flight was equipped with sevétampdens, a Lysander
and, later, some Wellington 1C's. All the aircraéire fitted with target-drogue-
towing winches.

When using Hampdens or Wellingtons, we would afeein pairs, flying out to
the firing range in formation and then taking ittimn to stream our drogues so
that the trainee gunners in the other aircraft ¢@ach fire his allotted number
of rounds at it. On one occasion Bob B------ anvkere detailed to fly a pair of
Hampdens on an air firing sortie to the Wash. WAvenarrived at the range |
streamed my drogue first and Bob's trainees diil fing. | then wound in my
drogue while he streamed his. When my gunners imghéd firing and Bob
had started to retrieve his drogue | decided, su@dden fit of exuberance, to
"beat him up". From above and behind him | put nlese down, intending to
make a close pass just above him. Unfortunatelysjusiged my clearance by
about half an inch! There was a surprisingly loaddpas the lowest point on my
aircraft - the under identification-light cover clipped thetof his aerial mast.
Another few inches and our airscrews would havshed!

My exuberance was instantly transformed intoeawtr alarm. | took station
again above and behind him on his starboard quiartsze whether | could spot
any damage. He was flying straight and level. Hisah was no longer attached
to the mast but was trailing from his tailplane d@hdre was a hole in his top
gunner's Perspex canopy. | called him on the RTamkéd him if he was OK.
Fortunately we were out of radio range of Upper fidey and he said his
elevator was very stiff. Almost immediately theiakdropped off the tail and he
called me to say all was well.

We flew back to Base very sedately. | landed,fikent into the crew room and
waited for Bob. When he came in | offered him my gnd invited him to take a
swing at it. "That's OK, old boy,” he said. "Howeayou going to explain the
damage," said 1? “Leave that to me," he said, anduly reported that he had
suffered a collision with a large black bird at@QGt. over The Wash!

We got away with it, in spite of the fact thaeté were four trainees in each
aircraft, any one of whom could have spilled tharise Had anyone "grassed”
| would probably have been court-martialled, graeshdnd reduced to the ranks.
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CAN YOU HELP?

Darren Priday, Manager of the Michael Beetham Comgation Centre,
Royal Air Force Museum Cosford and Honorary Friendge-mailed with a
query that had been received by the museum regagdthe two circular
openings in the nose of the Lincoln.

1 s . ﬁ

Al McLean, Curator of the Cosford museum has alrgadommented:

“The inside of ours is completely devoid of equiprher any clues (apart from
that the wiring has been mucked around by persoksawn over the years and
someone has made two ply-wood discs and pusheditomaly into place):
They are possibly illustrated/referenced on thetgtal air diagrams e.g. X001-
8044, 8045, 9474, 9475 but the CMS images aredaod resolution to read
the details.”

As requested by Darren | referred the question tarcChairman and ex
Lincoln pilot Stuart Keay but he came back with:

“I remember the fitting under the nose of the raift; and although we never
used it, | seem to think that the two lenses weteured Red and Blue. They
were also fitted to the Lincolns of 199 SquadrdCK/ECM), but never used
when we were on exercise. | think that it must hbeen before my time!!!
| would like to know the answer too.”

| also asked former Lincoln Flight Engineer, John &loway, if he had any
idea but again the reply was, ‘Sadly, no.’

So there we are...flummoxed! Can any of our formkmcoln ground crew
Members come to the rescue?...49 SA’s honour istake!
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SUMMER EVENTS AT EAST KIRKBY
May

1940's Dance 28th May 2016 Sat 28th May 2016

Our annual 40’s dance held under the wings of Avro Lancaster NX611 to the fabulous
music of the 40’s.

Lanc, Tank and Military Machines Sat 28th May 2016 - Mon 30th May 2016

Saturday 28th and Monday 30th May 2016 Experience a military weekend including an
M36 Jackson tank destroyer, Lancaster taxi runs, military vehicles, trade stands and flying
display (Monday only).

June

Lincolnshire bike night Wed 15th June 2016

Gathering of hundreds of bikes of all makes to watch an evening engine run of the
Lancaster.

Woodhall Spa Rotary Club Big Night Out Sat 18th June 2016

Annual Concert.
July

57 and 630 Squadron Reunion  Sun 3rd July 2016

Reunion of 57 and 630 Squadrons who were based at RAF East Kirkby during the Second
World War.

Rover Car Rally 2016  Sat 9th July 2016

Annual Rover Car Rally at the Centre. There will be Lancaster taxi runs at 11.00am,
1.00pm and 3.00pm.

August

East Kirkby Air Show 6th August 2016 Sat 6th August 2016

The largest ever air show to take place at the Lincolnshire Aviation Heritage Centre with
three hours of flying.

Monday 29th August- Props and Pistons Mon 29th August 2016

Bank Holiday Monday Lancaster taxi runs at 11.00am, 1.30pm and 4pm Flypasts and
flying displays, 200+top class cars.
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READER’'S LETTERS

John Ward, our Hon. President and Historian sentithwhimsical tale of
wartime deprivation:

“On the Aquata Scrivia trip 617 borrowed ED999 abW178...both were
flown by ex 49er crews...Ralf Allsebrook took 99@daDambuster Bill
Townsend and crew took 178, landing in Blida. Ttads were crammed full
of N. African goodies...fruit and alcohol etc. dretreturn. Before going into the
army, my father worked on Scampton for the maimerafirm. During this
period he had to fit a clasp lock on Guy Gibsorisage door...well wishers
kept messing with his car...swapping the HT leadk@eeing in his petrol tank.
Dad had just finished the job when Gibbo turnedirupis motor. So pleased
with the work, he went to his car and returned waithorange which he gave to
my father. Not having seen an orange for nearly f@ars, by the time he'd
shown it round it was hardly edible!”

John also picked up this piece:

“G. F. Sleight & Son ran a fleet of Trawlers out@fimsby and Lowestoft
including LT113 Fiskerton. It transpires that faynihember, S/Ldr Sleight, flew
some ops out of Fiskerton with 576 Sqn.

Evidently several of their Trawlers carried Boml@@mmand airfield names...
another is Kirmington (now Humberside Airport).

Details of LT113;

Built: 1962 Weight: 199 ton

Named 'Balmoral' Bought by G F Sleight andaread 'Fiskerton' in 1964.
Scrapped at Gravesend 1982.”




This e-mail slipped through my net although | haymiblished details of this
project previously. Peter Jones made the followigjuest:

“I am a researcher at The University of Lincolorking for The International
Bomber Command Centre project;

www. lincsbombercommandmemorial.com

“At the heart of our project, as well as a memlospire and walls carrying the
names of the fallen, is the creation of a digitahave formed from merging
several existing archives and digitising new matemcluding the personal
letters, diaries, log books etc. of those connette@omber Command. Our
archive will enable, for the first time, family bisy and aviation researchers to
source comprehensive information in one place. @hthive will also include
oral histories and films.

“I am contacting Squadron Associations to requieedp and support for our
project. If you have any veterans who would beimgllto be interviewed by
our team for the oral history project, or haveuents that could be copied
for our archive, could you please contact me at Wheversity of Lincoln on
01522 837707 or 07702 111182, e-mail pejones@iinao uk.

“We would also be very interested in Squadronogggion archive material.

“The University of Lincoln, located in the heart ofthe city of Lincoln, has
established an international reputation based on lgih student satisfaction,
excellent graduate employment and world-class resezh.”

Whilst not a letter or e-mail in the normal sensa ithis section of the
magazine, John Ward sent me a cutting from the Lateshire Echo
of February 25th drawing my attention to some exeg news the gist of
which is:

“THE AIR SHOW IS BACK
SCAMPTON WILL BE NEW AND UNIQUE.”

That was the headline of an article announciagjdan RAF Scampton air show
for September 2017 is in the early planning stadds has created much
excitement in view of the demise of the highly plapwwaddington Show. The
RAF Charitable Trust Enterprises, which hosts thenénsely popular Royal
International Ait Tattoo (RIAT) at Fairford, Gloustershire, has reached
an agreement in principle with the Royal Air Fotoeorganise a show at the
airbase lasting at least one day. As Waddingtaaa#d 100,000 visitors and
brought £12 million into the local economy, a samievent at Scampton would
prove immensely popular with local businesses.

I have no further information at present but Bore that John will keep me
informed. Incidentally, as this year sees the fidl Squadron Association
Reunion the show may well provide a focal point4®®ers to get together.
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