Ralf Allsebrook DSO DFC

Ravenshead Newsletter recently attended a Bomber
Command and Dambusters tour by renowned military
historian and author, Chris Ward, at the Lincolnshire Aviation
Heritage Centre in East Kirkby (near Woodhall Spa and
Coningsby). Chris has researched a number of 617
Dambuster Squadron crash sites and written a book on these.

One of the crash sites he has

written about was that of ’
Ravenshead’s own Flight Lieutenant |

Ralf Allsebrook DSO DFC (pictured
right), who lived at Holly Lodge on
Ricket Lane, and who died, aged
22, on 16 September 1943, on a
bombing run fo destroy the
Dortmund-Ems Canal at Greven,
near Ladbergen, Germany.

The new Ravenswood development
off Longdale Lane has a road called
‘Allsebrook Way', which is named
after him.

We are very grateful to Chris Ward for allowing us to
reproduce his words below included in his book, ‘Dambuster
Crash Sites — 617 Dambuster Squadron Crash Sites in
Holland and Germany’, co-authored with Andreas Wachtel.
Chris gives regular lectures and fours at Lincs Aviation
Heritage Centre (www.lincsaviation.co.uk) and his extensive
range of interesting books can be bought in bookshops and
online. We are also very grateful to Ed Norman who provided
some of the photos. He is the WW?2 Archivist for 49 Squadron
Association. Thank you to both of you, much appreciated.
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Ralf Allsebrook, 3rd from left, and his crew
when serving with 49 Squadron.

F/L Ralf Athelsie Pole Allsebrook
Lancaster EE130 AJ-A
Bergeshovede/Bevergern, ‘Das Nasse Dreieck’
Wet Triangle, Dortmund-Ems Canal Raid

Ralf Allsebrook came to 617 Squadron as something of a
veteran, having begun his operational career with 49
Squadron at Scampton back in the Hampden days. On the
night of 14/15 February 1942, his crew had been one of
ninety-eight dispatched to Mannheim for an area attack on the
city, the first such indiscriminate raid to be officially sanctioned
since the issuing of the controversial area bombing directive
by the Air Ministry earlier that very day.

At least part of the return journey was undertaken on one
engine, and this failed as the south coast of England hove into
sight. A successful ditching was carried out and the crew took
to their dinghy, which was spotted by a Beaufighter crew
returning from a patrol. They were soon picked up by a
coastguard launch, but three of them had by then suffered
frostbite in the freezing conditions.

As a Flying Officer, Allsebrook was awarded a DFC in April
1942, just as the trusty Hampden was being replaced by the
unpopular Manchester. He returned to 49 Squadron for a
second tour at the end of January 1943 as a Flight Lieutenant,
and operated against Hamburg on 3/4 February 1943, when
he experienced an engine fire over the target. Two trips to
Lorient in mid month sandwiched one to Milan, and the month
ended with operations against Cologne and St Nazaire.

By the end of the first week of March, Allsebrook and his crew
had added to their tally with sorties to Berlin, Hamburg and
Essen, and then they operated against Nuremberg, Munich
and Stuttgart during the course of the following six nights. The
pace slackened somewhat for them in April and May before
their posting to 617 Squadron.

It was one minute past midnight on 16 September 1943, when
Allsebrook took off from Coningsby at the head of the second
of two sections of four aircraft bound for the Dortmund-Ems
Canal near Ladbergen. The two sections were to fly
independently of each other on broadly parallel headings until
reaching a rendezvous point near the target at Wettringen. It
is assumed that all went well at first, and landfall was made
on the Dutch coast with the section comprising Allsebrook,
Shannon, Divall and Rice intact and on course.

We know from Martin’s account, that a blanket of fog
descended like a wall as the first wave crossed into Germany,
and we can assume the second wave encountered the same
conditions. It would have become clear that a rendezvous was
impossible, and the two sections, even perhaps individual
aircraft, navigated their way to the target almost
independently.

It is clear from the location of the crash sites of both
Lancasters from this section that they had not located the
briefed aiming point, and were about ten miles too far north.
This is entirely understandable in the circumstances, when
the ground might appear only fleetingly and intermittently. An
additional problem was the network of streams, rivers and
canals criss-crossing the region, which had to be identified.

Following the loss of W/C Holden enroute, Allsebrook
assumed command of the operation, and he was heard to
make a number of radio transmissions authorising F/L Wilson
and P/O Divall to carry out their attacks. Sometime around
0220hrs BST, Allsebrook crashed into the triangular basin at
Bevergern/Bergeshovede where the Mittelland and Dortmund-
Ems canals meet.

Eyewitnesses described the Lancaster being engaged by flak
and losing part of a wing. It was on fire as it crested the
Huckberg and dropped towards the quayside on the north
side of Das Nasse Dreieck, the Wet Triangle. It clipped the
roof of the house at the end of the row at the foot of the hill,
collided with a crane (pictured below), flipped over and fell
into the water.

(continued on next page...)

The crane on the quayside of the Wet Triangle, which was
knocked into the water by Allsebrook’s Lancaster.




Ralf Allsebrook DSO DFC

(...continued from previous page)

The 12,000lb bomb was not on board the Lancaster at the
time of the crash, and there was no report of it exploding
anywhere within earshot of the neighbouring villages.

Since publishing his book, Chris Ward subsequently identified
the site where Allsebrook dropped his bomb, before his
aircraft was hit by flak and crashed into the canal itself. He
can also say for certain that the bomb exploded.

:

A unigue photograph of the recovery by the German military
of Ralf Allsebrook’s Lancaster from the waters of the Wet
Triangle at Bergeshévede, the meeting point of the
Dortmund-Ems and Mittelland Canals.

The bomb crater is about 6km north of the crash site, at what
is now a housing estate called Am Flueddert in Uffeln. It was
within 100m of concrete dispersals on the nearby Hopsten
fighter aerodrome and about 800m from the western bank of
the Mittelland Canal. At the time, the area was a wasteland
covered in heather.

Local people described a crater 20m across and very deep,
which soon filled with water and was used as a swimming
hole, until it was fenced off with barbed wire as a safety
measure. It was eventually filled in and gradually built on from
the 1950s onwards, so that no trace remains.

The German authorities produced a highly detailed drawing of
the bomb, which was being employed for the first time, and, in
view of the fact that all the other bombs from this operation
were accounted for, the conclusion is that Allsebrook’'s bomb
was jettisoned, and was subsequently recovered by the
German military.

At the time of researching and writing his book in 2002,
Google Maps did not exist, and so Chris gave a detailed
account of how to find the crash site. With the era of modern
technology, Ravenshead Newsletter was able to follow his
excellent directions using Google Maps and the map below
shows the location of where Allsebrook’s Lancaster crashed.
He was flying south and crashed into the canal, marked with a

star below.
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In May 2002 Andreas Wachtel and | headed for
Bergeshdvede, so we could meet with Frau Erika Kaiser and
hear her account of Allsebrook’s end.

The Lancaster was flying south from Uffeln and losing height
as it flew over Huckbergstrasse in Bevergern on the north
bank of the Dortmund-Ems Canal, next to what was the
restaurant/guesthouse Zum Nassen Dreieck. Allsebrook’s
Lancaster came over the wooded hill, and was already on fire.
He attempted to clear the house at the far right end beyond
the guesthouse. He struck the roof of the house (the repair
was easily identifiable by the different tiles at the time),
careered into a quayside crane (pictured on the previous
page), toppling it into the water, and crashed inverted into the
basin in front of the lock gates and a bridge dating back to the
time of Wilhelm Il

These crash photographs were taken by Frau Erika Kaiser,
who at the time of writing, lives to this day in the house on
the quayside where she was resident at the time of the
incident in September 1943. Photographs donated by her
and reproduced with her kind permission.

Researching the location using Google Maps and Streetview
along with Google Photos around the location, it seems that
the restaurant Zum Nassen Dreieck and the adjacent house
has now been demolished. Earlier photos of the house do
show roof tiles of a different colour to the rest.

It is also worthwhile to make a very short detour to a memorial
commemorating the 5 Group attacks on the Mittelland Canal
at Gravenhorst, a short drive away located on Schwarzer Weg
just north of the A30/E30 on the eastern bank of the Mittelland
Canal. Within the memorial circle are reconnaissance photos
showing the devastation caused by bombing by 5 Group in

late 1944 and early 1945.
Chris Ward

Ralf Allsebrook’s grave is in the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission’s Reichswald Forest War Cemetery. The
inscription on his headstone says:

‘Greater love hath no man than this,
That a man lay down his life for his friends’
Lest we forget.




