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lancaster sircraft U. 428 Captain gt Cole, crashed just
shoct of Flskerton sdrodrame at 0.7. 15. howrs o the 51st Jasgwey, o
1Sk3. ALl the crew ware killedl with the sxcepticn of Sgt.
Filiips, the mid uprer punrer.’ Tha circumatences of this
Rcciden are as followss= : ' i

I have the honour to refer %0 my casualty simsl 4.51 deted 1

The sirersft hed returned from ap operstion against Dusseldor!
on the night and f4ret contacted Flying Contrel on T.8.9 reguesting
permiscsin to land. The weathur at the tise was poor alight 1
was Telling end the cloud base was 600 Tt. Thers wan & searchlisht
canop over the merodrove and all the wrailable lsres were lumid out
snt lighted.  Sgt.Cole bad plecty of petrol and e cne 10w e
cireuit of the merodrome before the final spproach. He at sbout 500 ¥4 =2
this time. Ho was warned on T.R. of he slight croas wind lending :
be would hava to mke end the low cloud approsch. fe came strelght inle
the flare path miking & Yery Jow appreach crd his port wing tip 1ight
rould be seen {rom the merodremw. KiB aprrosck besume lowsr and lower
until Finally the wing tip light #as seén o rise sherply intothe
Bir and thep dissppesr, The gircraft was found completely wrecked
heltf 8 mile short of the run way having hit & tree about 4O P4. high
on his approach, ;

The survivar, Sgr Poillips, wep jusetioned snd it would apiesr
thet Bgt .Cole set the wrong Gef Be on his altimeter in conjection
with poor Judgement =f kia ap;roa ok acd landing. The suir Louber ses
beard to say iweadintely Befors the crush *Ost up, you are too low* asnd
then » few seconds after this, the sircraft hit the trec. There was
ne gvidence of engine trouble ard it wes ot reparted by the captain
R The sirereft Eed 514 gallons in 1t when 1% first epproashed
the serccrome and approximetely 240 after the a cident.







