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Bebruary 2I. Wednesday.1345.

This trip was to be our 35th operation as a crew and we were looking forward
to leave which was to commence Feb'22nd, we had hoped we wouldnt be on the
battle order but owing to theres having being an operation the previous night
we found ourselves on the programme,

Phe Btarget was the Dortmund Ems Canal, we set out in the twilight, by the

time we had neach=d the target it was brilliant moomlight practicaly full
moon. Johanis(Bomb-aimer) had alre=ady bombed and Raes(Pilot) had set course

for England, when all of a sudden Jos(Rear- gumnner} began to-fire, Iremember
seeing flames coming from the 3trbd!'Inner engine; then Rae said over ijfe

"Put on parachutes, Jump, jump. jump." The last words I heard on the i/cwere
from Joe 2 "I cant get out skipper™.

Automatically I took off my helmet and reached for my parachute which was
immediatly behind me,then getting upoff my seat I got ome of chute clasps
Tixed to my harness the other end was rather difficult to put onto the holder,
so 1 pushedrifon as I walked up to the copkpit. (Realy my jumping stationis rrom
rear door but something made me go forward I believe there was a fire inthe
middle of a/ce)

On reaching the cockpit I noticed the engine in flames and that Rae was
attempting to get a/c out of dive but he appeared also ready to jump, I saw
Hank leaving so I followed him rolling through escape hatch,John and sgnie
(engineer-) had already gone,Ehis had all happened so quickly that I had had
no time to be frightened or to realise exactly what I was doing.

From leaving a/c to touching ground I have only one hazy recollection of
seeing a chute below me, otherwise I remember nothing gbout pulling the rip-
cord the descent or landing.Bither my sub-consious mind or my instinct of self-
preservation had watched over me but my landing must have been a good one as
whea my mind did commence to function normaly I felt perfectly fit nothing
hutt either externaly or internaly and my feet feit fine,

The first I saw was Hank in adjoining field,whatla relief to see a Tellow
crew member and not a german, went over fence to Hamk then recrossed again to
hide chute in drainage ditch,wethen started to crawl along a deep drainage
ditch my Mae West pocket llght kept going off and on so hid it im the ditch
Torgetting to take out a packet of gum from small pocket, Hank did same, 1t

was now I realised I had the same wad of gum in my mouth that I jad been
chewing in the a/c.The time was 2I830 and we started to cut across the fields,
we had only gone a little way when we heard voices in the distance so we
ducked into a deep drainage ditch it was a german vaice shouting "Halte". A

A womang appeared to be speaking to this german, Icould see the a/ ¢ burning
in front of us about two miles away,the Ack Ack ouns were firing behind us.

We crawled along the ditch a little way and then procesded to continue omn
crossing over the Fields heading im a north westerly directiom,our maim obstice
were barbed wire fences some fislds had one fence at the beginning of field
and one at each side of a ditch amother at the end of field,I tores my hands
rather badl Jank was luckier then I having his glaves 1n51ds his battle-
dress blouse mine beimg in the a/c also the fields were very sogzy and wet

my escapesboots immediatly started to take water which did not help things.
Came to & single track railway here I hid my watch ia the soil bscauss of-the—
inscription on the back? On occasion of barmitzvah2.If 1 was captured I meant
my o ez JoID 5o doRe (O BOTPSESed Skgilway s¥@rkept to the fields tearing my hands
TR Ui v anolte B @ o A fon Obhsshgrbedaf ences péventually sve coukduses WagWere
approaching s Vlllageso we walked beside a small stream suddenly a dog begaa
to bark from a neiﬁ%ﬁ house ws layed down and Hank(Navigator)tried to remember
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from the German-Netherlandsifromtier. We could still hear the other bombers of
our group returning to fngland,the lucky stiffs. A Mosouite begam to circle the
area at about a thousand feet amd the _german ack ack defence posts begummto fir
at it so it flew away. It must have been investigatimg the scene of the buranimg
aircraft., Whem the sourd of it died away,we could hear the all clear being soumd
somewhat similar to am HEmglish siren.

Up to now Hamk had been guided by the morth star-but now a slight haze bletted
out the stara so we got otit a small lumimous compass from our escape kit. Commin
to a thick woods wnich blocked our pzbh we decided to go through it. We made a 1t
of moise im the wood,treadimg on dead leaves amd twigs,sowe wal<ac a.0mg -4 cart
track which ram roughly im thes directiom im which we were goiang. As we left cne
Woods we sdw a saiAaxle brack raiirvaddirsctly ansad of us,this rallroad ram by =2
large brick buidimg. We saw a large aotice board but it was too high to read by
moonlight. Just them we heard am approaching traim so we lay im a little hollow
about tem yards from the tracks., As the traim went by 1 could see the driver cuil
clearly. Crossed railroad amd skirted the big buildimg them headed in a n'th eas!
directionto avoid a cluster of farm houses ahead of us then after havimz cleared
them we chamzed our direcfiomn to westerly.The fields were still very soggy making
walkimg very difficult. se far im our travels we noticed aumerous bits of silver
paper scattered over the fields,also a propagamda leaflet which had beem drepped
by some a2llied aircraft,

We continued om umtil we came to a large straam beanding away from a village on
the opposite side we followed the stream to the right hopiag to fimd a bridge,but
were comfromted by some buildimgsjcuttimg around thsse in & wide arc uatil we cax
came to the Btream agaim.There was a small house nmearby fcom which wes could see
light glowing. Hearimnz someone whistle,we hid b=himd a tree. aAfter a short wait
we comntinued along the river baak comiag towhat looked like shell craters,but we:
made by dymamitethat nad bszem uaed for blasting tees stumps. Here we stopped-for
& short rest. Hamk had some cigaretles of which wes smoked one each;l had my pipe
but had l=ft my tobacco im the aircraft. After about fifteen mimutes we contisuec
onbut beimg suddenly confromnted by an eizht foot irterlaced wire fencetopped by
three dtrands of barbed wire., We could s=e no place where we could cross the
stream so 1 comtemplated swimmimg it,but Hamkaskeéd me how we expected to dry our
clothes,and it beimg a rather frosty eveaiag, we deided agaiast it., rollowimf the
fence a short distamce we found that it turmed away and them follimg a small roac
we were able to walk parallelte the stresam. #e had to tiptoepast twp large house:
ome of which had a light showiag. A short distamce om there was a road bramchiag
off imto some woods ,so we follwed thisimto the woods.

The time was mow about 0430Hrs so we started to look aroumd for a hiding place
for the day. Seeing amother track branchimg off from this oneirthe directiom of
the stream we follewed it hoping to get across the stresam before mormimg. We
noticed that many of the trees im the wood had been cut down recemtly. Commimg tc
a small cleariag we noticed some straw stegks om the left haad side of the road
Contimuimg om to the stremm we found there was no means of crossimg it im sight
g0 we Filled the water bags we ifournd Im our escape Kit them retumged to the stack
deidlieg to spsmd Lhe day =top™oms of ThHemy €Climbimeg.to the top,of the likeliest
one we found that the strav was damp,as we foumd it was om all the others. Rmfuxy
Retu®ming to the Tirst omewe duz dowrn im the straw to hide us from the road and
alse Lo nelp keep us warm. My ITeet were very damp ang my hamds were very .sore
from scratches,so all im g1l ,I Telt very miserable. Usimg my cloth e&scape map
fer & scarf amd borrowiag ome of Hamks scarves (he had two),l tied it around my
head “to keep my ears warm,thes Hask amd I huddled together to keep warm and
sRusol ige further iato the straw we tried teo get some slesep. We feound it almost
Impossiblie to sleep,our bodies beimg much too cold torelaxe,howsver we had much
to thiank abeout as we lay there;womdering what was tc become of us amsd how our peg

People would take the mews that we were missing.
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We had walked about tenm to twelve miles that night. The imtelligence people =at
base had told us that it wasbest te put about thirty miles betweer us and the sce
of the erash,but they must hze overlooked the difficulties of travelling at might
Coverimg that distamce is almost impossible in ome night what with climbing over
Tences,skiting woods,and avoiding villages.

fharsday. February. 22nd.

I must have dozed off for sbout an hoyr being much too cold to slsep continuosl
this is the first time we had seen the dawn break for s long time., After a whilk®
got my escape kit out off uniformand studied the contents,in the map bag there wa
8 hacksaw blade in a cardboard case,a small luminous compassione half inch in
dlemeter &nd a map covering all germany, especially the froatiers. The map was mad
of thim cotton matterial which made it very esnduring;it proved imvaluable to us
in the days to come,

In the escape boxxitself there were thirty Horlick tablets (concentrated milk);
three bars of vitamih toffee lour imches long by two inches wide; four,one inach
fruit candies;a small packet containing a razor;blade,and small piece of shaving
sozp; four Hazaldone (pep) pills;a dozen Benzadrimetablets Tfor stagnant water;one
pacxet of matches;a cmmpass;two needles and some black thread im a cardboard case
& roll of sticky tape,amd a black transparent water bag twelve imrches long by two
incheg wide. (Hank also had a fishing lime with three hooks in his Kit.) All thes
articles were emclesed in a case nine inches long by six inches wide by one inch
deep.

In the mornimg no one passed by the stack;the sunm coming out, amd im the distam
we could see sircraft flyimg aroynd ard the sound of flak could be heard.

In the aftermoonnthe sun was cuite warm and the stack began—to-stesm.The sua Pl
played oa our faces the warmth thus givea making us feel much more comfortable. A
man with a horse and cart came .2along the track mear our hidimg place and started
loading his cart wihkh something,what it was we couldn’t aee. He did this a numbe;
of times durimg the course of the aftermoon,returnimg each time to a farmhouse
nearby. We could hear someone chopping trees in = mearby wood for about am hour.
From our position we could =ee women andg girls passimg té amd fro alemg the track
for the greater part of the aftermoondisappearing ab out 18UChrs. fhey had appax
apparently come from the two large housss we had passed the night before. Sonme
children cut off track amd passed right by the base of our stack,for a while we w¢
were afraid they would discover us , but they finally left.

otudyimg our map we beleive we are about sixty miles from the British lines at
Nijmegen ,s0 we decide head towards armhem,hoping to get help on the way. ‘

The su m went im about six oclock aad it began to get coldhowever much we huddle
together. We stayed im the stack umtil tem thirth p.m. Got down, all was guiie®, S
we had a smoke. Set off down the track umtill we came to a bridge wh%gh WEg Crossec
heading 1 n a westerly direction. The sky was overcast and we ®ould see no stars,
Hank had now to use the compass to keep us hesading in the right direction.

“Wemow Tolled = fough track towards the village and could see what apoeared to bt
a maia road,as we approached the road we realised we had passed the village so
crossed the road,noticing heavy tamk tracks om the grass verge running parallel te
the road also along the grass verge were deep oblomg holes large enough for a munm
to lie im and shelter from strafinmg aircraft. Wewalked beside this rosd for a Xik3
little way.Then cut off again across the fields climbing over or crawlimg threugh
fenmces,getting hands and uniform retorm and scratched. 1 alfays caught myself some
where,either my hands pants or blouse;walking kept my feet warm although the
gound was very soggy. As we walked through
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one Tield we saw a small mound of earth covered with straw,on digging into the
mound we found potatoes we took out six each and washed them iaﬁa nearby ditechh
and ate three each;, keeping the others for later.

#e then came to a large thick forest which we entered(forests were not showa on
the map which was g Pity as we encountasred many of them and they woulgd have acte
as good pin-points) W& followea s care-iracs through the woods many oif the piae
trees had been sawn down recently,mo automohiles had used this track S0 we thou
that the track would be safe to follow{only Germans soldiers have cars)
Followed the track about a mile and came to a sudden bend round the bend was a
large well desiegned house, to miss the house we cut through fields round the ho
comdlg back to the track again, followed the track until we came to track Cross
roads;here there was sz Sigr-postd om which an order ofnthe German army had besen
printed, in German and in amother language which we believed to be Dutch, so we
assumed we had crossed the German Dutch frontier although we had not noticed nmo
actual border-lime,the gist of the nessage was that we were in forbiden woods,
Crossed over the Cross road amd carried om into the woodsjt was by mow 4'30am,
and time to start looking for a hiding place for the day-time, see no barms or
shacks we decided we would hidé im the woods sowe headed into the thickest part
looking aroumd for dry leaves, we found 2 g0od spot umdermeath g tow lying thick
pine tree but we could only fimd a few hamé-fulls Of leaves,then we filled our
water bags up from g drainage ditch in which a shallow Stream flowed,went back tc
our living abode,hung our water bags up om a twig and tried to Settle ourselves
for the forth coming day. We& had walked about 6miles,

Bebruary. Friday. 23rd.

The day was long and drawn out our feet were wet and cold,during the day men wit
horse amd carts Ffight went Up and down trackA amd B.{as in diagram)
For food we ate a couple of potatoes g Plece of toffee amd three tablets of Horli
During the day we heard the sould of rifle shots also a moise of heavy powerfull
engimes beimng run up;Ibelieve they Were tamks.All these sounds came from Bppeared
to come) from woods 4.
Hamk broke off pinme bramchs“we covered ourselves with them they helped a to keep
us a bit warmer,the sua did not comé out a¥ all, slowly the day came to a close
and dusk brought with it a slight drizzle toadd to our discomfortg, the treses
kept off most of the rain, it Xgpt kept up drizzlimg until I26@. by this time my
clothea were quite damp and we were glad to start om our travels again ;08fore
settimwg off I hid my llarconi wireless Tault finding mote book iz the soil,

PPebruary. Batarday. 24th.

and ditchs the ground was Very wet amd clung to our shoes making walking very tiri

- There were no stars out ard H ank was using our trusty friend the compass headiag

im a northerly dirsction arter wehad walked a4 little way we came across a barna

.- with houses nearby,if we had omly walked o little Tfarther the previous right we
~could have had s much better shelte; hers we stopped for a short rest and smoke,

- Wek mow headed out im a westerly direction coming to g Secondary road witha Siga-
- Post poimtimg to*Lonngdlkerische Weg™we X nmow being able to fix our positiom as

Lowneker which was ORour escape maps, some five miles imside the Dutch border,

(We hag Com® across many signposts before but this was the first we could find on
our escape maps, ) '
Had a good drink from a fast flowing stream which followed the road also filled
the water bags.then carried on againm over the fieids coming to a high steel imter-
laced Tenced we retraced our footsteps im a south westerly directiorit was by mow



;ﬂf/;;;. and I saw what appeared to be a large barn we walked towards iF*but came

up agaiast theA high femce omce more,we followed the fenmce round by a farm- house
amd walked alomg a footpath that had a hedge on ome side of it:Om the other side
of the path was a road which seemed to lead through a village ;as wewalked along
the path we heard the sound of heavy footsteps, wWeft Stood still amd listened,
the heavy tread of the feet wsant up thea dowan the street as if they beloaged
to a soldier om seatry duty.But whom ever it was he evidemtly had mot heard us

8o we.slowly tip-toed dowm the pathumtil we came to ‘a proper footpath leadimg
through a village.(We mow kmow this £§ village to have beem the suburbs of
Easkede. ) ,
Here we followed a road through the villageﬁglnoticsd that the houses were much
larger amnd better built tham the average Emglish house.) crossimg a simgle track
railway lime amd carried om im a southerly headimg through fields uantil we came
to a maim road with large built up area or ome side of it.
We crossed the road amd came up agairst ome of our usual' obsticales the 8ft steel
imterlaced femce,it was by mow gettimg very late for us to be omn the march anrd
we had to start lookimg aroumd for a place to hide for the day-time so we followe
the fence by the path by ths road, we had omly gome a little way wher we heard
the rumble of cart wheels aand saw am approaching 1ight1 luclkly wehad just then
come to a gap im the high femce which we gquickly eatered amd crouched down
behind some trees to wait forjfi these people to pass,seeing a man pullinmg a cart
amd a few bycycles go by,it was by mow 5'30am aad the road appeared tobe getting
fairly busy we had to fimd somewhere to hide very quickly,so we dscided to
remain on this side of the femce amd to look for a thick clumpof trees tof
spend the day*gAs we wemt deeper im we came to the <femce omce agaim this time
we could see that it wemt round the outskirts of a large house with a gap ia
the femnce leading to the house,skirtimg roumd the fence there were some thick
pime trees with braache touchimg the floor; mext to the pine trees were rows of
yourg saplings plamted very cilose.togethesr we thought that this would have to
do for a hidimg place so wecrawled uader the trees DITKIHz—the—dthiickest tres .
The gr¥md was covered with pime meedles which were damp and we tried to build e
pine needle amd mud wall to hide us a bit better also tokeep the wimd of us 1ittl.
buts we omly succeeded ia buildimg a wall & few imches high,it was mow getting
fairly light anmd by turmimg my head I could see two roads A and B (As imd diagra
My feet very colld amd damp,beard was growhmgvery fast , hamds sore Srom deep
scratch®s mot to memtiom how Tfilthy my haads amd face were,Il Telt very miserable
for my self but my thoughss wemnded home to my father Apd mother and my dearly
beloved wife I womdered what they had im,their thoughts,the best I suppose they
could hope for was,that I was a prisomer of war, 1 had oftem told Eelema that if
¥as givem the slightest chamce to escape I woltld do so, also I womdered if she
remenbersd my bad pemny catch phrase,
There were mamy army cars awnd bycycles om both rocads also german soldiers and ==
occasiomally & Me I09.(We were told later that there was am airadrome ak ENSCKE
As we studied our map we could see that this was mo village that we were im and
the cmly towm nmear that part of thelfromtier wasEmsckede.

! Dfirinz the mormimg chil@ren went to amd fro up the path leadimsg tothe house,

" my left foot wemt absolutly mumb amnd wmo amoumt of wrigglimng my toes woulld brimg it

to 1ife agaim, so I had to take off my boot, all my foot was a pimky colour the
toes were worss& amd I had to massage them very vigerously to brirg thHE toesimbo..

E play,agaig,i did the same to the other foot leavimg my stockimgs off im the vain

. hopethat they would dry a bit,them I put my feet im the top wooly part off my boot

. they felt a bit warmer ,Hamk amd I were just having 2 smoke whemr we heard foot-

. steps very close to us, we kept very quiet;,lookimg aroumd I could see two men
wearing idemtical clothimg, browe johpurs,sports jacket amd a ]light browm soft felt

| het with am imsigmia im the Ifroamt,they also had rifles slumg over their shoulders

| which made them look %to busimess like for our taste,; they appeardd to be looking
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| feor something frh;p3~us,as we kaew that tme Dutch people would unot be allowed to
F have rifles, for five mimutes or so they remaimed mear the wire femce theam ome of
i'tht-&tn started to walk im our directiom.fis he came wear to us he had to force
| his way through the closely plamted saplimgs (As im diagram.)If ithad =mot beesn
ﬁ for these trees he would definately have ssem us but the trees kept his eyes from
¢ the ground &3 he had to watch were he was goling, as he wemt by us we lay with our
; Taces pressed close to the soil,Ithought he would surely see us as he was but a
§ Tew Teet away webreathed & deep zigh of relief as the mem left the woods.
The sue did come out for & short while but we got mo warmth from it as the trees
hid the sume rays from usg aad it was gquite cold as there was alsc a slight wind
blowirg,as the day drew to a close we pul our socks om im preparatica for the
firth mights marchjour socks were just as damp as they had beem befors we took
them ofT,we were just about to start oam our way whem we thovhgt we heard a sentry
| om road Bwaited a little bit hearing wo gore footsteps we slowly approached the
. road#ill the way dowa the road wasthe usual high femce and as we could see 1o bre
isthe Temce the omly thimg to dec was to climb it,it was guite difficult to climb
ag there wers 20 footholds,or jumpimg to the soft groumd below I heard the heavy
Toctsteps comiwg towards us sc I hid inm ome off the straffieg holes by the road-
side Eark did likewise,the footsteps stopped them started azain Idecided to risk
crosszing the road doing s0 om my hamds and kmees thea beckomed Rank to follow,
Started to cut across the fields moticed light flack comimg from im Iroamt of us
but it was still a2 good way ahead of us sowe proceeded om ovef the fields umtil
we thought we had skirted the towm them headsd morth to brimg us to road A.ads
we approached the road there was a house with mo blackout amd allthe lighis wera
Tullf om also we could Jgggt hear the German soldiers talkinmg loudly im or by *%he
housze{ We kmew they were Germaus as we were practically certaian that there was a
curfew fairly early dor Hollamders.) Carried om ia & south westerly directiom &
bit later we saw thet we were A-gettisg a bit fco close to where the filack was
somiag from so we agsim headed for the road asd altheugh we still were im a Built
up area we de cided it would be the best to take a chamce amd cross the road as
we thought perhaps the flack positiom would have semtry picket posts aroumd it.:
WRex we 1sached the road we could see quite plaimly a factory asd the flack posit.
seemed to be gaurdiag the factory,the road had om ome side of it a row of houses
thex a path aud a deep gully im which a simgle track railway ram, this we crossed
ard wenlt up the other side of the gully awed osto path whitbh alsc had houses om tl
side of it, we welked alomg the fooitpath umtil we were oppasite the facto y.AbAt
WE BAL FEFA E¥ft Them cut down street rumminmg due morth with a house that had
fipparantly caught & bomb imtemded for the factory,we did mot wamt to walk om the
foad as ouf boots made quite a moise especially as there was mo otherf sousd so
Hntered the groumds of some house with a road rummiag by it,here we came to a ve:
large building with an extemsive cemetpry stretchisg behind it, this buildisg aud
the cemeft ry had a Temce enclosiang thém,but rext to the m was a p ark with larg:
irom gates which to ourasuprise wers opesawe went through the park awd crossed oves
4 ditch at the other emd ard came to a road with the mever to be forgottem femce}
Sver the femce was a roagjust as we had started to walk dowa the road heard heavy
footsteps coming towards us I dived over the femce amd lay flat om the slops Rawnl
being a bit shead of me had mo tifie toget over the femce but hid behind a trse tf
#was growimng om path & germas soldier with rifle passed right by us ?,Hark could
have touched him with his hard (without straimiag himself)W& crossed over the ror
ard crawled umder a femce imto a field, three more soldiers wemt by amd we crouch
dowa agaim after they had passed we carried om iz a morth westerly direction.
Althédugh 1t was a bright might amd the moor was at full stremghbh the clouds hid
stars and we were using our irusty friemd the compass omce mors.
Hventually we came to a cart-track which we followed as it was headiag im our dir
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until we came to the 8Tt high fence agaia, e followed the femce and came to g fag
housejhere there was a stesel gate with the woprdsp ? "FOrbidda#” amg 5 road ram
alomg” outside the gate which we followed uatil we came to g villagﬁ.(Perhaps stil
¥ the outskirts of Emschede, JHeaded over the fields to avoid the village,as we
Were crossimg ome of the fields we moticed a small low wooden shack with a tar-
Paulimed roof amd mo door, we decidedfto hide the day here at least it would be
dry amd we should be warmer tham im the Open, as there was g keem wingd Sprimging
Upy we Tilled our water-bags up from a small draimage ditch putfing Bemzadrine
tablet im it as the water appeared stagunent,
When we returmed to the hut and looked arourd, we foumd a large sheaf of straw,fou
sacksg slightly damp, (these sacks Were to be our umseparable compamioms to be use
for acape when traveling and acoverlet when tryimg to Sleep. )

We spread the straw om the ground amd aroumd the sides of the hut to keep the dra
out,amd tried to sleep.

Getting out of Emschede had taken moa&t of our traveling time up and we omly had
achieved about four miles,

Fébruary. Bumday. 263

In the moreing we heard childrel'picking Something out of the groumd behind the hy
they had conme Trom the village which was orly 500yds away.Ths morming passed very

slowly, amd as Hamk's ciggrettes had by #mow been smoked we tried to Smoke the husk
of the cora inm my pipe mot too much of a succéesjthe omly thing we had to eat was

our usual ratioms of three Horlickft tablets twopieces of toffceiour stomacks were

by mow begining to feel empty.

A farmer aproached the hut with his dog,he would have gore right by if his dog had
not decided to investigate the hut, the dog smiffed imside the hut ang the man

- Deerec imto the hut through a hole im ome of the boards,I thimk he sadd im Dutch

. "Who are you" I answered"Hollander) A FJ either he dig mot understamd or he did wmot
‘want to ullderstand as after waiting afew moments he returmed to a farm that we coul
- See through the openrn door,

Hamk and T put wvar shoes and stockings Om,as we did mot kmow if the farmer was gois

to brimg the germans or food so we were preparimg fot all eventualitydp but as the
time went by he didet return,

The eveming brought with it heavy raim amd wind so we decided to remaim inm the shac
for amother day,fillimg the water-bags up from the draimage ditch,also I found an
ovem ripe cabbagﬁreturning to the shack to spend amother long dreary might,

February. londay. 27,

through,the raim evemtualy stovped arnd the dawa begamn to break.

fad mothing to eat except the usual rations amd the cabbage of which we eal every

1orsal ,we were mow beginimg to feel the full effects of hunger and we felt priﬂ%y

Teaks also our water ran out sowe were EHLALS /6 thirsty too, .

[R the aftermoom the Same farmer came from farm towards the hut,most 1ikly to see if
re had gane ag,when he saw us still in possesion he went quickly by amd returaned

0 the farm,

he evening came and we put Ah our shoes ang stockings on ,I foung that I had g
lister om the back of my left foot,we left the shack taking with us the four sacks ¢
hich we had sown two ends together leaving g Space in the middle in which tofhmt th
ead through,

There mwas a keen wind blowing amd no stars out,me headed south west over ploughed
fields which we found very heavy g0ing as they were Yery soggy.Hank did ot feel o
Zood amd the Tirst stream we came to he took a pep pill at the sa me stream I absolt
1y drank my fill amd my stomack felt bloated with water,as we carried On over the
i;gghed fields we felt very tieed, before we gome amy distance and after we had
‘fOsseda. road and g siagle track allway lime we lay dowa im a smalj] copse of treef
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amd fell asleep,it must have bheem am hour before I weke up amd realised we had
been sleepimg,Iwoks HANK up aad we foumd that where we had beer sleepimg was
very damp amd our umiform was wetgwe resumed our jourmgy still headimg soubh-
west over the fields .Now I had amother garment to catch om the femces my overcos
every femce we crawled or climkdd my overcoat left a piece behiad much to my
ammoyanmce, e carrieéd owm for about 6 miles and it was 5'30am amd we were already
lookiag arousd for a hidimg place whes we saw a barm im a Tfield but om emierimg
it we foumd to our ALffApIALHEAL disappoimtment that the floor was all mud amd
that one of the walls was down.

It was by mow mearimg 5am seeimg a stream we filled our water-bags up aad followe
the stream towards a forest;whem we Jjad reached the forest the stream bramched
away and as the stream was to wide to jump wehad to rstrace our footsteps umtil
we came to a small bridge, crossimg the bridge we walked to the forsst,

Om eaterimg the woods we moticed that a lot of the pime trees had beem chopped
down amd layed im meat piles awaitimg tramsportatiom, aswe went deeper ia, the
sigas of the #péréapdd/ choppimg decreassd amd we foumd oursé¥ees im some private
estate followimg a small path we came to a pomd which looked as if it had been
used for swimmimg as there was a woodea jetty juttimg out imto the water, by,the
pond was a stretch of lawan leadimg to a large house which we could see very cleax
in the moomlight,Just them we heard a car drive up to the house amrd smam got out
and started to talk to someome outside the houss,alight appeared £ rom the house
amd we slowly and silently wemt dowa the lawa.Hamk lost his compass im the grass
and a3 we were still close to the house we had to leave it.

The sky was begimming to become very light it was mow 6bam amd we had to fimd a
hiding place so whem we saw some rhodedearom bush8s al though,still im sight of
the house we crawled umdermeath them owrly to fimd the growad absolutly soddea ;
we retraced our selves completly amd walked out of ths woods sseing a small capse
of.trees im the distamce we.headed for them,lﬁ was mow 7am amd proper daylight.
As we headed for ths tress we passzd by a house but as it had mo bars or shed we
carriedon to the mmall woods.

The smell woods were about a I0Oyds im lemgth amd surroumded by a low barbed wire
fence,the trees wsre sparse ard we could fimd mo thick foliage, but we had mo chai
we had to remaim there so making a small screem of pine bramchs we huddled togp
gether meser the edge of the tree's facimg a house which was a couple ofJ00Uyds
away.,

FEebruary.Tuesday. 28th.

Covering ocumselves with our sacks we tried to get abit of sleep,Ifoumd this
impossible as F was too cold amd humgry ard watched some childrer playimg im Tidl
also bycycles wemt to aad fro up a path lsadisg to the forest we had been infhs
durimg the mormimg,

Twe childrem with degs approached the woods from the house, s theygot mear us the
startedf to bark vigoursly much to our ammoyamce, the childrea om secingacalled
the dogzs amnd refurmed gquickly tothe house. 4.

In the aftermoor a man with woodem shoes omn, (we thought that wooddd shoes demoted
he was aHollaader.) eatered the woods as he drew mear I said to him, "Hollamder,
RAF! he came roumd to A face us amd studied us for a few momemts ther said
portimg to himself "Goot Hollander.” amd I made a motiom with my meuth amd hamd
to show him im sigm language that we were humgry amd thirsty,which he understooed
Then after sayimg somethiamg irButch which we couldnt umderstand he wemnt off the
way he had come,toretura im am hour8®s time with his wife ,a womea about 35 ish
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The mawm brought out of his pockets four samdwiched and a large blume flask full
of fresh milk ,the sandwickes were of white bread (more like cake thaa bread.)
antildausage, they motiomed us to come to the other side of the woods where we £
could mot be seemn by the chidren or the house's,here the womar spoke teo us and

- our suprise she spoke a bit of emglish,as she spoke,we eat thm food {bABREA tash

marvelous itwas the first proper food we had eatem for six days, the " Women
also produced from her aprom pocket two big rosy apples amd a lomg marrow vaush'
which we put imside our umiform for a future meal,om fimdimg that Hamk could
speak a fair amoumt of germam she begam to comverse with him iam that lamguage
28 she could spaak it fluertly,the mam ia the meanmwhile weat te the edge of the
wood amd kept watch,occasdonrally he would retdrm amd I would talk te him with

a bit of emglish a bit of yiddish amd also with the intermational sigm larguage
The woman told Hamk that the Germams were billeted im the large houss and also
they were all aroumd the woods and that if they where caught helpimg ws they
would be shot immediat®y this we fullly appreaciated.{We had to bear this im mim
211l the time we were in Hollanrd. )

ohe alse teld Kamk that therewas a big barr with a hay-loft ia the field ad-
Joiniag the small woodsamd that if we would wait there she would try to briamg a:
english speakimg man who may be able to help us, but if she did mot come by Tpm
we wereto carry om with our journ¥y.(We mow suspect that this man was in the un
ground. ) Shealso tecok our names and address's and told us that she would write t
us after the war, them hid the address's in theA top of her stockimg.

Before they wemnt away the mam gave us all his tobbaco amd told us that he had
told the childrem whom had sesn ulk that we were german soldiers.THey both shook
hands with usand wished us Gods protectiomthem wemt out of the woods towards th
barm ir the adjoiming field,

e sat down after they had gome and studied our map amd plammeéd our aights trav
{ The lady had poirt2d out our positiom asBoskelo some 20miles freom the Germanr
fremtier. )

Aswe sat there with our sacks arcund USE coldyet hHappy and warm imsideat last
people had helped usiamrd perhaps mow other people would do so too.

At 6e'clock we decided to chamce a walk to the barn, it was still lightbut we fel
cold amd there was mo one im sight ,mo0 ore sawk us enter the barn.

Inside the barm we foumd that it had the hay left all alomg the top amnd we climt
upte it fimdiag it filled with dry cleanm smellfgtraw amd hay, takiag our shoes
and stockings of we buried our feet in the hay,they felt beawtiful ard warm the
first time they had beem so warm since we had left the fif a/c.Ate our apples anc
smoked a pipe of tobbaco ;, we really did feel good,Tull stomacks a smocke and
amnice warm place tostay amd sleep the night,(we had already decided that even if
the weather was good we would stay im the barn overmight and the mext day. )

Tpm came amd went and 30 we thought the man was mot coming,so we quickly dozed c
I seemed to hear im my sleep the sound of voices and the heavy slam of the door
Iwoke up with a sudden,start mow thomoughly awake realissd that it must have bee
thenman and the woman who had come later thar we had expected.Hank and myself
could have kicked ourselves for fallimg asleep,there was mothimg we could do abe
it so we fell asleep again.

XENXUAEX. s
March. Ist.Wednesday.

I slept im smatch's and woke inm the morming feeling stiff with my clothes a bit
damp ,my feet were dry but I had a fumary timglimng sensation as if I had comstant
pins and needles. 3

Uur stockings were fairly dry so we put them on and buried our feet omce &again
in the straw.8y doirg this we managed to dry our stockings completly by night-
fall,
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At 2'o'clock we ate our quarter portiom of vausht,swallowing afew gulps of wake:
as we had mot replemished our water the previ ous day we had very little left,
and after havimg a smoke we took turms at looking out to see if we could possipl
see the man or the woman whom had hebped us, but the odds were very much against
us and we were mot fortumate emough to see them.

We put our shoes om im preparatiom for our evenings magch ,im the evenimg we me:
to head fori#kHaaksbergen which was about 6miles away,beforexmying leaviag
the bara w e had a smoke amd putting our faithfullsacks aroumd us we coniinued
orm out journg¥y.

It was a2 bright moomlight might ard after midnight it was fairly warm with me
wind, we headed in a south westerly direction avoiding the surroumding woods
and the places where the womam had said there ﬁﬁsrs Germar soldiers, stopping a’
the first stream we dramk our f{ill. :

After crossimg some fields we came to a farmhouse which was facing a dirt; srac
road which we followed,it skirted by the kazgmfaxexk large forest alse in the™
distanmce we could hear traffic om a road which sesmed to follow parrallel to th
track we were om.(We believe this road was the proper road to Heaaksbergen.)
Wexfakaw followedthe track for guite away for speed and ease of travel vatil we
came to an imter-sectiom where the track wemt to the maim roagheres we took to
our usual road, the fields with the barbed fences,.

The Tields were for the most part drger thar per usual with the exesption of th
pleoughed ones, inwhich we sank dowa to our amkles im the mud.

Coming to a small farmhouse; we crossed the meadow im froat of the house,as we
were crossimg 2 dog begam to bark so we turnmed south te get ask guickly away fr

thehouse as possible,We could see a light shiming from some tree's directly ahead

of us so we agaim changed our directiom to west to zvoid it,crossimg & secomdry
road we agaim took to the fields,im ome of the fields we saw alarge mourd of sei
investigating it we foumd it to comtain as far as we could see turmips.

8itting down with our backs against the straw thzt was coverimg the mounqgto kee
us out of the wimd that was sprinmging up,we literallygorged curselves, also putii
two medium sized omes into our sacks to have with our vausht durirg the day.
Carrying om over the fields for about an hour we could hear a fast flowing stirea
when we approached the stream we could see that it was far teo wide to jump, it
being about 20ft across.Fortunatelf?oad with abridge erossed the stream a few
hundred yards to our left, we followed the smallroad (mocars had usedthis road. )
coming to a sigmpost which we coulda't under-stand,as we carried along the road
am a/c flew fairly low overhead whea he had gome a few miles ahead of us I hea
a faint crack amnd saw four bright flares desccndingﬁ,ﬂ&othis was what they looke
from the ground we had oftem seem these fighter flares whea we had beea flying
in GErmany.Imever thought I would ever be seeing them from a Germam fighter inm
Germanr occupied territry)After the a/c had passed we could see amd hear ack ack
om our left so we headed away from it skirtimg round a wood moticimg high teasie
wiresrumning right across our track,after we had walked a little further we came
to a very wide ditch amd a road on the other side, as the ditch had ® stagment
water im it we followed it until we came to where the ditch weat uader the road.
here we had to follow the road as om the other side was a lomg marrow pond but
eventually.we came to another road that crossed the pord we followed the road feo
a while but mot whshimg to remain om the road for toolomg we cut offagain into t
fields heading south west until we came to a road rumming mnorth and south, we
followed this road morbh as we did mot want to go through a large wood that was
on the other side(We had by mow become very allergic to woods as thereseemedto be
a German kgumpost or searchlights im all the woods around théseparts.

Walking along the road for a little way we saw alarge break im the woods and a
path went through %téﬁ,we followed this pathcoming to some smgll shrubs and a

ditch which we crossed and entered a farm-yard.Here we sat down in & pile of

e
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Tetraw in leca of the wind,which was by now viery keen.
g %e mow decided to look around for a barn or shed as we travelled,as the wind was
§ much to keen for wood sleeping, so when ever we saw g building we headed for it -
fses i it had a barn,we came to a read which we could see ledd to some farms,as i
approached ome of them a dog started to bark in the yard. (Rank snd I made a vowﬁ
to own & dog, )We quickly headed away from this farm cutting across the fields,
After crossing a few fields a wide ditch cut across our path and as it was Fo wic
te Jump we followed it wuntil we came to & bridge which lead to a muday country 3
ythis we followed,by the side of this lane was a few Tarms ome 'of e T E T
%Hﬁﬁroughly investigatdd but asit was a very large building and we thought we cot
see tyre tracks leading to it we decided to carry on and look far a safer P ERY
¢ DPlace,as we cut off into the fields we colld see in g neighboring field to this
;'farm,what appeared to be a large wooden shack, that must at ome time have been =
§ chickel -coop.We enmtered the shack and as it was by now dawn and the sky “was beco
- grey this would have to be our hiding place for the daytime.
¢ The  ShacK8S door had no catch on and we had to let it swing in the wind which
" whistied through it and also through the many cracks in the walls,on the floor wa
& thin layer of straw but in certain parts it was squelchy under-foot.
We lay ourselves down covering as much as possible ef~with our sacks,lank went to
' Sleep but I was much too cold, infact I was colder then than our most goldest day
¢ the woodsandxgam so I baced up and down the shack trying té keep warm but I coul
¥ Bol stop myself from shivering, one moment T would sit down cn a threshing machin
* that was in onecorner of the hut the next I woulgd pace the Fleoer,
. froepm two windows facing the farm-howse I could See two men. come out ef the HOuse
> and walk wp the track that led to the hut,but before they reached the nut t hey
ggbranched off amd started to dig inm a field behind the hut about I0yds away .
¢ Hank by now had woken up and alse was very cold,we tried teeat-ome of the turni o
BWe had earried in our sadks but em bitting into it Found them toosickly sweet Gl
USame sweetness as if I hagd been sucking saeccarine tablets kk what wehad picked uy
,&@ be turaips must have been sugar-beets.
“Thie made me-reel  worse-than ever and ag I paced up and dowmithe hut I was consto:
-Eplating going outside and asking the farmers for help, but Hank would negther Say
" Veigh or meigh and 2s I did not want to risk our-liberty gave up the ides.
. Later en inthe afkzrx morning two more men started to sprinkle a kind of fertiliser
. Bm the Tields by the left of the hut,it started to rain but $till these four men
" carried onm working .We hoped that if it bained heavyllthe two men working beside t
- hut would take shelter and we would be able to converse with them without being se
- But how ever jhxdx hsrd it rained these four men kept on working much to uwar disgu
%eventually I coulé stand it 10 longer I was terribly cold and I could not Step my
body from trembling so I took the chance and when the two men whom where working i
the far field were leoking the other way I slipped out of the hut and dafted round
the back; keeping my sack tightly wrapped arounc me to hide my uniform frem any
prying sermans,As i approached the men whom where digging they did“fiot look up. e
I was a fooet away frem themand even then they didnt show any sign of sufprise.at m
ddrty appearance or beard,I said to them"R.A.F/"but they did not under-stand, so I
- made motioms,with my hands as if I was ang a/c butthey still didn't understand but
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to tell them whom we AW were eventually they began to get the £ist of what we Wer:
saying,and ome of the boys went off for an english speaking man meanwhile the owner
of the Tarm went#back to the house for some food for us,whaile he was gone the othe
two men gave us some of their heme grown tobbacoe and we rolled ourselves a ciggaret
alse whey explained to us that the reaspn we couldnt go into the house was because
ane of the men had two children and that unkwowingly the children might give them

awayand then as they pgt it "Bang Bang" which explains itself.The owaer came back
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. with some bread sandwichs which were made of two differant kinds of bread a

light brown and a very dark bread which made me thirsty she also brought some
warm fresh milk,

At one o,clock the school-master came,he spoke quite good english and he was
very enthusuastic about helping us .If had been his ambition to help english
airmen ,he believed that he knew some one that was in the undersground as he
was not in the organisation himself but es-he we would have to sta Yy where

we were for a couple of days the farme®s would feed us and he would come %o se
the follcwing day,
after the school-master had gone the farmers brought some sheaves of straw
into the hut and tied them to the door to keep the wind out and alse put some
on the ficor to lie ongave us some tobbaco and left use @ In X eomy g
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